
T
he Sunshine State is a great place
to live, but for six months each
year, hurricanes are a fact of life
for all who call Florida home.
Even as many Southwest Flor-

idians are still recovering from the devas-
tation of Hurricane Charley, it is time,
once again, to get prepared for this year’s
season. This fiftieth issue of Times of the
Islands gives you a greater understanding
of the role hurricanes have played in our
history and provides a glimpse into what
the future may hold for this region of our
state. I encourage you to share this fea-
ture with your families.

Last year’s response to the unprece-
dented hurricane season proved that plan-
ning, teamwork, and communication are
critical to managing the impacts of emer-
gencies. Our State Emergency Response
Team leads the nation in the ability to
respond effectively to disasters, because
they prepare and practice. Families and
businesses should follow their lead:
Make a plan, stock up on supplies, and be
ready to react and respond when a storm
threatens our shores.

Because of the experiences of 2004,
Florida enters the 2005 hurricane season
with a greater knowledge of and capacity
to manage the impacts of disasters. We
have implemented the lessons learned
from last year’s four catastrophic storms
within a six-week period and continue to
improve the methods we use to help our
fellow Floridians during times of crisis.

Florida still faces many challenges,
but Southwest Florida is on the road to
long-term recovery. Families are rebuild-

ing their homes and their lives.
Businesses have reopened, and some
industry sectors are experiencing an
unexpected surge in growth. State offi-
cials and local governments are working
together to address the shortage of
affordable housing and the need for criti-
cal infrastructure. And the outpouring of
relief from volunteers and charitable
organizations continues to help the most
vulnerable in our state recover.

I am honored to serve as your gover-
nor as we meet these challenges together.
I salute the spirit and resolve of
Southwest Floridians who have come
together to help each other and their com-
munities to recover and rebuild this great
state.

This fiftieth issue also continues
Times of the Islands’ tradition of cele-
brating Southwest Florida’s people,
places, and wildlife by treating you to a
tour of some of the region’s historic inns,
introducing you to some of our fascinat-
ing residents, and giving you a close-up
view of the beauty of the Florida
Museum of Natural History’s Butterfly
Rainforest. These are just a few of the
many reasons why millions of visitors
travel to our paradise each year.

Jeb Bush
Governor of Florida
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